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Copper, natural stone and wood
are the materials used in the fixtures all around 88 Armenian, the
shophouse boutique hotel
whose architecture is a beautiful
blend of modern, luxury and
heritage.
The latest addition in Penang by
hotelier Dr Angeline Yong, 88
Armenian features only six
deluxe suites – The Rodin Room,
The Pearson Room, The
Mackenzie Suite, The Bartholdi
Loft, The Dunand Room and The
Revere Suite.
“In Penang, I only own two properties, Noordin Mews was our
first baby here. I had watched The
Best Exotic Marigold Hotel and it
was my ambition to have a perfect stay when I retired one day
and that’s how it was born. I have
owned Noordin Mews for quite a
long time now; the similarity
between both hotels is that both
are heritage buildings. I would
say the first hotel is more communal – big families come and
gather there. On the other hand,
88 Armenian is more of a private
space; the clientele consists of
couples or friends who are travelling and want a quiet space to
unwind, or as a romantic getaway,” said the full-time practising
dermatologist.
“When you step into 88 Armenian
you are still very much in George

88 ARMENIAN BLENDS
LUXURY AND HERITAGE
In the heart of busy Armenian Street, Penang, is an exclusive

facial amenities from Aesop to
provide a truly luxurious experience.

six-room boutique hotel.

Besides munching on goodies
from the mini-bar, guests can
experience bold interpretative
Malaysian cuisine and exciting
craft cocktails or mocktails at the
Copper Bar and Restaurant.
There’s even a selection of nonalcoholic wines, Chardonnays,
reds and whites.

Restoring 88 Armenian has been a labour of love for hotelier Dr Yong.

Town. Meticulously restored in
line with heritage standards and
utilising only appropriate heritage council approved materials
and methods, this project has
truly been a labour of love on our
part, with the entire process from

background research, council
approvals and finally a painstaking five years.”
The process of getting the
6,215sq ft Straits Eclectic-style
building which once burnt down

“We want everybody to be able to
come in and have a drink at the
bar, enjoy themselves without
having to worry. All of the drinks
are carefully picked and curated –
we taste everything including the
ling water!spark
We bring in the boutique labels as well. We use local
as much as possible. I mean we
can’t deny that the drinks come
from all over the world but we try
to pick from small producers,”
explained the mother of two.
many years ago restored and
refurbished started in 2014. The
idea behind the preservation of
the building and its early 20th
century architecture is to showcases its past and serve as a
reminder of the building’s origins.
“Overall, it was a process of
blending aspects of local heritage
with luxury and adapting an existing heritage building to the stringent requirements of a top-ofthe-range hotel. We strove to
ensure that it is not a hotel that is
exchangeable with any other
location, that it has a local soul,”
said Yong.

A gastronomic journey awaits guests with unique
as well as classic dishes featuring traditional
Malaysian flavours.

The night view through the high airwell with
spectacular central hanging copper lights.

The boutique hotel brought in
deluxe Simmons bedding for all
their elegant bedrooms so that
its valued clientele can enjoy
supreme comfort. An integrated
touch panel allows guests to control air-conditioning and lighting
without having to leave the comfort of their beds!
Each room comes equipped with
all the necessities including a 49”
UHD television, Nespresso coffee
machine, complimentary fully
stocked mini-bar (locally curated
treats), wireless Bang & Olufsen
speaker and an iPad for guests to
stay connected.
The three-storey hotel is fitted
with quality furnishings and also
delivers a thorough experiential
hospitality for guests with a Gessi
Private Wellness spa shower and
a choice of six pillows that you
can choose from.
Guest will also be pleased to find
a ‘simple human’ lighted vanity
makeup mirror in the bathroom
that simulates natural sunlight
and is accompanied by bath and
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While the gastronomic adventure
is full of uniqueness and creativity, the dishes utilise the freshest
and highest quality local ingredi-

The Rodin Room

The bathroom comes with a freestanding natural stone bathtub.

ents, and the cuisine is a bold
interpretation of traditional
Malaysian flavours and classic
dishes.
The restaurants can seat 30
people and a private dining room
for up to 10 people is available for
more intimate gatherings.
The luxury hotel will be officially
open for business on May 18,
with room rates starting from
RM950 to RM1,300 (per night) .
■ For reservations, guests can
email 88@88armenian.com.
For more information, visit
www.88armenian.com.

